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The genotype of norovirus detected at these three seasons
Yoshiki ETOH, Nobuyuki SERA, Tetsuya ISHIBASHI and Katsumi CHIJIWA

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,
Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 8/8-0135, Japan

To obtain information about the epidemics involving norovirus of each gennotype in Fukuoka prefecture, we determined
the genotype of noroviruses detected between October 2004 and March 2007. There were 491 samples collected during
infectious disease surveillance, and from outbreaks in nursing homes and hospitals and food borne diseases. As a result, we
determined four different genotypes in genogroup | from 17 samples, and 11 different genotypes in genogroup Il from 145
samples. Genogroup Il genotype 4 (GlI/4) were dominant, 123 of 162 (76%) samples that could be typed, and were
detected in 21 of 30 cases(70.0%) of outbreaks caused by norovirus. Most genotype of Gll/4 were detected at 2004/2005

and 2006/2007. In addition, the sequences of GII/4 detected from sporadic cases and outbreaks during the same season
were very similar. In conclusion, it was suggested that there was some relationship between sporadic cases and outbreaks
caused by genotype Gll/4.

[Key words; Norovirus, Gll/4, Infectious Disease Surveillance, nursing home, Food Poisoning]
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