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Detection of methamphetamine in products suspected of containing illegal drugs

Yoriko SHINTANI, Yuki ASHIZUKA, Reiko NAKAGAWA, Nozomu KODAMA*, Osamu UEDA*

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,
Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan

*Pharmaceutical Affairs Division,

Fukuoka Prefecture,

Higashikoen 7-7, Hakata-ku, Fukuoka 812-8577

In recent years, many analogs of narcotic substances have been widely distributed in Japan as easily available psychotropic

substances and this has become a serious social problem. As a countermeasure to the abuse of these substances, the Ministry of

Health, Labor and Welfare amended the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law in 2006 so that 31 non-controlled psychotropic substances

and 1 plant are now controlled as "Designated Substances (Shitei-Yakubutsu)" as of April 2007. We purchased products

suspected of containing illegal drugs in a store in Fukuoka and analyzed the designated substances and analogous compounds.

According to the notification from Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, we analyzed the designated substances using gas

chromatography/mass spectrometry (GC/MS) and liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry (LC/MS). As a result, the

designated substances were not detected, but an ingredient suspected of being methamphetamine was detected. This was the

first time that methamphetamine was found in a products suspected of containing illegal drugs in Japan.
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