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Genetic Characterization of the Influenza Virus from the 2014/15 Winter Season in
Fukuoka

Yuki ASHIZUKA, Hideaki YOSHITOMI, Asako NAKAMURA, Mitsuhiro HAMASAKI,
Kazumi HORIKAWA, Nobuyuki SERA

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,
Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan

During the 2014/2015 influenza season in Fukuoka, influenza activity was dominated by the circulation of the influenza A/H3

virus. Patient numbers infected with this virus began increasing about 2 weeks earlier than commonly occurs for influenza

outbreaks in most years. This virus was first detected in the 48th week of 2014, with patient numbers peaking between the 2nd and

4th week of 2015. Results of phylogenetic analyses of the hemagglutinin genes showed that isolates of A/H3 belonged to two

different clades: 3C.2a and 3C.3a.

[Key words ; 2014/15 season, influenza, Isolation, Phylogenetic analysis]
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