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Survey of severe fever with thrombocytopenia syndrome virus and spotted fever group
Rickettsia in ticks from companion animals in Fukuoka

Yuki ASHIZUKA, Takayuki KOBAYASHI, Hideaki YOSHITOMI, Asako NAKAMURA
and Jumboku KAJIWARA

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,
Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan

Tick-borne infectious diseases, such as severe fever with thrombocytopenia syndrome (SFTS) and Japanese spotted fever were
reported in Fukuoka recently. In 2014-2016, we collected 309 ticks from companion animals in Fukuoka to investigate the
presence of SFTS virus and spotted fever group Rickettsia. SFTS virus and Rickettsia japonica were not detected. DNA of several
spotted fever group Rickettsia were detected in samples of Haemaphysalis longicornis and Amblyomma testudinarium. However,
no Rickettsia with reported pathogenicity to human were detected. Many ticks were found attached to dogs that lived both
outdoors and indoors. Therefore, after walking indoor dogs outside, it is necessary to check for and remove ticks.

[Key words ; Tick, companion animal, SFTS, Rickettsia japonica, Japanese spotted fever]
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