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Seroprevalence of Severe Fever with Thrombocytopenia
Syndrome Virus Antibodies in Animals in Fukuoka Prefecture

Yuki ASHIZUKA, Takayuki KOBAYASHI, Asako NAKAMURA, Saori UEDA, Hideaki YOSHITOMI

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,

Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan

Severe fever with thrombocytopenia syndrome (SFTS) is a tick-borne viral infectious disease caused by the SFTS virus (SFTSV),

and transmission of SFTSV from companion animals to humans has been reported. We examined SFTSV antibodies in the blood

serum of companion animals and wild animals in Fukuoka Prefecture to investigate the prevalence of SFTSV in animals. In

companion animals, two of the 73 dog samples (2.74%) and one of the 74 cat samples (1.35%) were positive for antibodies to

SFTSV. In wild animals, three of the 21 wild boar samples (14.3%) and one of the 8 deer samples (12.5%) were positive. The

results suggested that the positivity rate for SFTSV antibodies in companion animals was low. However, it is necessary to control

ticks on companion animals when walking in fields, as well as to educate pet keepers and veterinarians in infectious disease

control measures.

[Key words; SFTS, IgG, antibody, wild animal, companion animals]
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