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Seed germination of the endangered species Lithospermum erythrorhizon
Yohei KANEKO and Ryuichi SUDA

Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences,
Mukaizano 39, Dazaifu, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan

The germination characteristics of seeds of the endangered species Lithospermum erythrorhizon were assessed to facilitate the
design of conservation strategies. Seed germination tests were conducted under combinations of light (red light or white
fluorescent light) and temperature conditions (constant temperature of 15°C; or alternating temperature of 10°C/20°C), after
cold-wet stratification. L. erythrorhizon seeds germinated only under the combination of red light and alternating temperature
conditions, indicating that the seed gemination of this species is dependent on light and temperature.

[Key words; Lithospermum erythrorhizon, endangered species, seed germination, R/FR ratio, alternating temperature]
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